[Is gambling a disease in the sense of section 169 of the federal insurance law?].
The socalled gambling addiction expresses itself as an exaggerated form of the gambling passion. The act of becoming fixed on or addicted to this (or another) behaviour pattern is always proceded by tentative situations man is succumbing to. The stimulant becomes increasingly more attractive. Regarding such a process, there is not criterion to determine a point when the addiction (which is not linked to a certain matter) becomes a disease. At all events, it is a legal matter to decide whether an extremely defective development that has obviously resulted into social ruin is to be regarded as a disease. The whole range of medical and educational requirements, however, has to be dealt with separately.